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SCHLABST FAMILY DONATES
FOOD - TRAGEDY STRIKES
THE FAMILY

In a truely traghic turn of events,
the Shlapst Family of Mill City
recently lost thelr helr to a wierd
Balder attack.

A prominent name ln Mill Clty. most
evaryons knows the famlly name of
the most popular beer of the Horth-—
ern Ironworks. Due to a bad harvest
in the north, and a harsh winter,
many of the Citizens of the Iron
wWorks were fesling the pinch. The
Schlabet famlly decided to throw
open thelr own grain reserves and
give away thousands of pounds of
food to those in need.

During the event, Ralders somshow
were able to get ln to the Schlabst
family home. These Raiders then
attacked guests and kidpappead
Shlabst's daughter and heirc. It is
unclear at this tims what motivated
such strange behavior [rom thessa
Baldars.

Mr=. Schlabst was sean to be gqulte
diztraught over the svent and many
stepped forward to look for the
girl and try to find her.

The next night, after a medical
syposium that was also hosted by

the Schlabst family, and Light
entertainment. Raiders returmed
agaln to the family home and were
able to break past the defenses.
During the fighting and confusion,
it was discovered that the
Schlabat heir had been infected
with Bad Braln and was among the
Raiders. Wwhile she did not appear
to be fully gone, she was killed
accldentally by those who did not
know who she was and only saw the
Ralder Ma=k and colors and assumed
ghe was another monster.

The Schlabst family was then bru-
tally attacked. A& bomb went off
in thelr home, destroylng a huge
gaction of their wall and leawving
them opsn to further fnwvasion from
zod. It is wnclear at this time
who ig responsible {or thers
attacks agalnst such a celosd
family. The Iron Guard are inves—
tigating amnd any information you
may have on these attacks should
be lmmedlatly reported to your
local authorltes.

we can not have such plllars of
the community, sesking to help
others In these hard times, be
gtuck down. Thelr example demands

that we, the Citizens of the
Works, flnd a way to grant thees
justics for these horrible crimes.
Out thoughts are with the family
at this time.

20 YEARS ROACH-
FREE

Life in Steel Horse Crossing |SHC)
ha=s gotten a little easier since
thae Lascarians left 20 years ago,
and it'= time to look back on the
positive change the decision has
made on our community.

Ovar the years, SHC has dealt with
a wariety of outside threats, fram
Chaazhead ralders to — if the
stories are to be bellieved -

Continved on pg 2
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Stay tuned [n! Itz a new year and
the Boller Plate has all sorte of new
content doming the Steal Horse.

MOW LOOKING FOR

SLURVIVAL DEPFENIXS
O™ YOLL

IRONWORKS NAVY

PROTECT, HONOR, SERVE

RECRLUITS WILLING TO
SERVE THE IRONWORKS

GO0 PAY, WITH BENEFITS

S5EE YOUR LONCAL RECRLUITER
FOR MORE INFORMATIONN

AN OPEN LETTER
FROM THE CONSUL

Citizens,

I was sent to Mr. Schlapts® party
to barter for foocd {or our good
town and arrcived at Mr. Schlapts’
party just Ln Lime to escort a
hysterical Mrs. =Schlapts into the
hall and make a few Llnguiriss Into
what had occurred before my
arrival. Apparently thers was a
kidnapping., and the Schlapts
family was In turmoil. I am =sad
to report that thls ssans that I
was unable to negotiate any assls-
tance for our bown.

That being said, our sonthly ship—
ment from the Ironwork should be
arriving on Saturday of the uwsual
trade weskend, and I am cerctain
that additional provisions will be
included.

We are expecting quite an Influx
of travelers this month | though
why they would trawvel hers during
theze awlul cold months I°11 never
know} so be sure to make them fe=l
walcome and comfortable. Hope-
fully the additiconal bodies don't
attract amything too unsavory to
the area. but I hold no doubt that
it will., Be =ale, be warms, but
mostly, be aware of your surround-
ings. TYou newer know what trouble
travelers might bring with thes,

A= & glde note, whoswer is workling
on thelr ride down by the laks,
please makes sure to clean up after
yourself. I'we tripped ower your
mess more than once this week. We
nead to keep Steel Horse clean.
It's the only way to assure that
we won't be tripping over our own
mess when the pext wave of zed
OO

Be seeing you,

Zall-Ann
Consul
Steal Horse Crossing

THE STATE OF S5TEEL
HORSE CROSSING

Greetlngs Ladles and Gentlemsn
fand all the rest of you as well),

I hope this letter finds you warm
encugh in these miserable sunless
months. Even after 10 years here I
don't think I will ever get used
to the friglid bite of the winds
here. It L= amazing anythling sur-
wives the winter.

Steel Horse Crossing has several
legues that I would like to
address Ln this letter. Let us
start with the most pressing.

&=z the susmar months drew to a
cloze, we knew that owur stocks and
supplies ware not golng to make it
through the winter. Wwe did what
wa could to lncreass our stock,
the BPM and the wvarlows Bover
clans hkave been maklng emergency
runs throughout the Ironworks to
find us more supplies and I°we
sant Lo a reguest for assistance
to the Havy and should be hearing
back from thes amy day now. Baut
despite these precautions winter
lg on ws fully and the supplies
are still dwindling.

Without the trains running we will
have guite a few trawvelers winter
with us here in Stesal Horee Cross-
ing. Opening our btown to seltlers
ie best done during the summer,
when abundance can be shared, and
food len't 20 scarce. But time
len*t always ocur friemd, amd turn-
ing away people now would surely
maan their death. I ask that the
citizens of ocur lovely Clty make
sure that the travelers feel wal-
come and are helped to sstile in

until the trains are worklng once
more.

As always people are welcome to
stay at my hostel. It ls warm and
cozy and T will do my best to
make sure all avallable supplles
are rationsd out egqually to those
in need. Please. be aware that
the ralder population becoses
more aggressive during times of
low resource avallabllity. Eeep
an eye out folks, the weather
ign't the only danger out thers.
If you o8 the gentleman from the
lighthouse without his shoes on
and his pants rolled up to his
knees please let me know. He
mearly lost twoe of his toss last
thme. We all must look ocut for
the unfortunate.

Al=o, do pot leave your Ioon
Slaves out Iln this weather. They
may be a resllient bunch but Lt
gets cold enough to freseze aven
the hardiest of your stock. If
you nesd help bubllding & weather-
prool shelters f[or your Irons
pleasze let one of the Matural
Ones know. They are amazingly
good at such things.

Stay warm, stay sale.
Zall-Ann, Consul 1 Ste=el Horse
Cros=ing

ETHEL ROTTMYER'S
WINTER RATIONS
REPORT

Baetween the bizarre weather,
gtrange animals. crazy men, and
the blighted our crops had a ter-
rible time this ssason. It'=s as LI
the world i=s stacked against ws in
these dark times. I told Earl just
yestarday when we checked the
gtocks that this winter was going
to be rouwgh. He only grunted. What
elaa could he =ay? We managed to

1 -

pull a meager harvest. Starvatlion is
closs on the horizon LI we don®t
manage wvery, wvery carefully.

The livestock may not make it through
the winter. The grain le Llow and
getting lower ewery day. It will
hardly make Lt throwgh the winter
even if we stretch it. We will hawe
to rotate days on feed, and the ani-
mals will surely suffer.

EBarl and T will be sating perhaps
once a day. Today I made a soup that
we will eat for the week and be
grateful. The soup ls sparss on
actual food, but it fills the stom-
ach. Maxwt weak, Lt will be the same,
but we will try to get through Lt

We can't host friends, family or
attempt to halp strangers without the
putting oursalwes at risk of starva-
tion or being too weak to defend
ourgelves. It's such a cruel trick to
be played at & time where conmunlty
ig what helps ws survive the winter.

I pray for more potatoes to be found
in the [ields.
-Ethel

MISCONCEPTIONS
ABOUT
THE IRON NAVY

By Bear Admiral Michael Passawoy,
Iron Hawvy

It has been interesting. these last
fow years, to hear the storles of
what has happened out on the Great
Lake, and the horrors that wait amid
the dark water. Thess storlies, =some—
times based on partial truths. grow
with astonishing rapidity and escala-
tion, even taking the original story
wall past the possible.

Continued on pg. 2



WHERE Is OUR
TRAIN?

By M=. Pricilla Anasta=ia
Hel ford-Southworth | Esg.

People are wonderling Lf they're
golng to hawe to rely on hunting
for food all winter. I hawve to
know why they aren't bringlng =s
makeup and clothing from Spaed-
town. People hers rely on == to
kesp them abreast on the latest
fashion and gosslp. I do oot
intend to faill in finding out why
the train has stopped coming with
regularcity.

Upon research and lnspaction, I
have no informatlion that cowld be
considered fact as to why the
train has not come with regular-
ity. I do, howewver, have a laundry
li=t of rumors. most of which are
assuredly tall tales of drunken
lwheciles. In the case that some-
ong may think me unkind or unjust,
I will li=t what I have heard from
all the =zorts. You can =ort
throwgh the rubbizh and decide
what may or may not be trus.

The rusors are as [ollowe:

] The shambler hoards on the
way Lo Steel Horse Crossing have
becoms =0 enormous, not even the
train can push throwgh thes.

] Someone of great lnflusnece
i= paying the train company to not
gtop in Stesl Horse. Samethlng was
gald about "choking the town out®
g0 they can sweep ln and buy It
out.

] Someone told a story about

a huge animal coveresd lon m=tal and
tha =size of a traln knocking the
train off its tracks and clipping
the passengers and cargo bto pisces
to get to the Beds' Saturday

EBrownles =ztash

] The Darwinists spllled some
kind of green gooc all owver the
train crew and now they're all zed
of the worst sort. Its difficult
to find good help amnd to train for
such a tedious, important posi-
tlon=.

] Thare L= a group of train
bandits interrupting the train
runs. Hobody knows what they'rs
looking for, but rumor says the
Ironworks is golng to lncrease
gecurl by

| Evll plante are sating the
tracks. ([yes, som=one told me this
in sincerity)

| Some Lascarians survived
The Incident and this ls the [irst
gtage of thelr revengs

I promize you, dear readers, as
goon as I know the real story. you
will ag wall.

TRISTAN FAITLS:
IT's A TRAP

by Flood AKA V4701

Back in Mid-Autusn I followed the
hug crowds headed sast to Tristan
Falls.

Trizstan Falls. It promised to be a
gathering the likes of which
happen only every dozen winters or
eo. Word of the occasion had made
it's way as far away as wahoo and
hundreds of lmntrepld and enter—
prizimg souls =et wheels to road
to mest for the festlvities there.
we all should have just stayed
huome .

what first looked to be a Trade-
meet to end all Trade mests was,
In peallty. nothing but a wall-

designed amd categorically fatal
Trap—me=t . The Caravans rolled in
and et down stakes only to dis-
cover an unsettling truth. The
locals ware, to 8 soul, missing.

why? Where did the go? wWhat hap-
pened to them? The Answer?

wWhalestos — A group of Morally
reprobate monsters that ewen the
Fifth Belich couldn't stomach. They
were the architects of this trawv-
egty, and their goal? Absolute
Annihilation. It was they who
lured us to the Trap-s=et with
hopes of good trade, good plunder
and good times. But like any group
of megalomanlical mallignant narcls-
siste. the failed to accurately
account for the collective intel-
lect and willpowers of those they
sought to victimize.

The cluss took a good long while
to plece together. Skulls of the
dead, found evidence, [ragmeanted
information, trafilimg echoss of
ages past from the glutted memory
of the local grawemind. .. But the
truth would be known, and =so Lt
WAS

Here it is. in plerces.

Th= Mine— The group known as
Whalestos orchestrated the entlire
evant A= & trap. Deep within the
Ming that =0 many sought to loot
laid a lab. wWithin thi= lab a
deadly wirus had been dewveloped,
affectionately referred to as the
Skinvader virus. Whalestoss plan
was Lo guietly infect the entirs
Trap me=t and to have those
people, who came I[rom far and
wide, take LIt hoss and infect
their own kin. Thankfully, it
didn't work.

Tha wWall- wWe were all lniormed
that we'd peed to do two full
ticks of & time plece on Tristan

Falls® wall a= "Payment" for attend-
ing the party. I did six. Mamy did
more. Thiz ls pot because we arse all
battle—crazed and harboring death-
wizhez_ . HWo. Thiz ls becau=e to
have our "Tickets" punched we were
forced to rely upon runnecs who werse
not only directionally challenged
but terminally =low Ln the head as
well, to take care of said tickets
for us. Many wer= taken under
becavse of exhaustion [rom too long
upon the wall... For same, we will
never =2 them again.

The Medical Symposiusm— Durling a
lecture on the evolution of the
strains, one Doctor Poughkespsis,
and =zeveral others In the front row,
becams the unfortunate wictimsz of a
Bomb. What better way to sensure the
spraeasd of the Skinvader wirus than
to cound up all the finest medical
minds in one place and kill them?

The residents— Slowly but surely we
began to ses some of them again.
Many had taken to the mines as test
gubjects but some had sold thes—
gelvaz into lndentured servitude.
The wvast majority of these unifortu-
nate souls had becoms the propecty
of ome Mr. Danver Jones. .. Vegaslian,
glaver, Pesionlist, Crimimal . Upon
digcussion with several of his "ger-
vante" a conclusion was reached that
he had forced them Into signing away
their freedom with his more subwer-
give psionist arts.

The end result of thls collective
mizadventure was, however, arguably
wor th everything. We now know a
conziderable amount about how the
world before met it's end and how
and wihy we exist az we do now. I
urge you bto leook for the writings of
one Mr. Hoffa that have been clrcow-
lating recently for more fnforms-
Liom.

Tristan Falls, Hever Again.

( Want your {1d to appear in\
the paper?

Contact a BoilerPlate
rgpreagntative todagl

Faded Hearts Caravan
ateel Horse Croasing
Thi Iron Works

@inglg issug and yearly
k ratgsl

I'M NOT
COMPLAINING....

By Fred Fender wia The BEPM -
Transcription by Abs Barken

I atart writing with this state-
ment, becauss it's perfectly ral-
ewant. I am not complaining. I'm
confusaed, I'm hesitant, and I°m
worrled, but T as most assuredly
not complaining. We haven't =eean
many zed in these parts for gulte
gome Lims. and while wa'we had a
gmall fnflux of people lately, the
expactaed rise in undead activity
hasn't really been realized.

We'we all heard Lt before 1 the
more people you hawve Ln ones
placa. the more likely the zad
will eome knocking at your dooe.
Sometimss. that iz more literal
than anyomre could want. It may be
the mavy or patrols taking care of
the threat., but I‘we bean on
patrol . I we gtil]l not esen
enough zed to concern myself with,
ewan thowgh we continue to go out
armad and prepared. Where are
they all?

I have an idea of what might be
happening, but that's really all
it i=: an idea. We've been sesing
an increaszing nusher of netural
one types lurking about the out-
gkirte of the town. I heslitate to
call the Hatural Ones because ewven
the Rowers don’t seem to know
them, which l= an oddity eround
here. S0 1f they're not actually
from the local tribes, who are
they? And why, when we approach,
do they ren of{7 I caught one
pointing and, from what I can only
agsume was a lors ol communica—
thlon., grunting wildly at one of
the scouts as they camse within
firing distance. Thelr marklings
are crude, as if made by fnstru-
ments not meant to mark someone.
Thelir weapons are even more crude
that their markings. But make no
miztake, they' re not stupid.

They mads short work out of an
unlucky 'facs that decided to

take a closer look. We didn't

get him baclk.

wWith all that, could they be
taking care of the zed for us?

Are we being protected in soms
fashion, or ewven watched ower? Or
are they really just a bigger
threat in the long run? I wve
haven't sesn much of the green and
gold warlety on them, =0 I doubt
they're in line with the other
ralders, but zomething 1= golng
on. I wouldn't feel too safe
here, even LI we'wve bean experi-
encing a relative calm. we're dus
for some form of stupld to blow up
in our faces sooner or later, and
I'm betting these guys will be
around to ses it

MISS O'S GUIDE TO
PLANNING DATES

Love is in the alr! And that
special guysgirclesredstar has

accepted your invitation to go out
on & date! Comgratulations! But
what happens next? Mow you hawve to
plan it. Below are a list of
options which can be customized to
your hobbies or region. Rank your
favorites. or make it & checkllist
and try to do them all!

- On a clear might, go to a large
field and go stargazlng. Splurge
on & guard for the evening to gliwve
you fhe heads up when to rum.

— Fill & basket or bag with
senacks and go have a plenic out-
gide on & warm day. Bring a blan-
ket, and consider =itting on
higher ground or hirlng a guard.

— Hawe a meal caters< by your
favorite cook. You can either rent
out a space or have Lt somewhers
public, but the ldea is that
you're sharing somathling you lowve.

- Does your sweetheart llke to
fizh or hunt like you do? Go on an
excurglon together. Hake sure Ii's
cutdoors and mildly active. Blood
will flow, hearts will pusp, and
fealings will grow.

- Find an artist and then the two
of you can sit f[or portralits.
Exchange them and carry the other
with you. Probably not recommended
for a first date.

Bemembar that the dates are about
getting to know sach other. Ii you
go to watch a telling wision,
there's less time to communicate
between you two. Chaperonss ars
okay to bring with you, or guards,
because they'll keep cut of your
way and let you have conversation.
Bring a friend alomg, and they- 11
hog fuse up) your date's atten-—
Lion.

And ressmber to have fun! That i=s
the most important pact.
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HOROSCOPES

By Madams Dewey

Kraken [Late Winter)]: The new year
iz prime time for you to take
chargs of your public lmage and
excal at the work of your choice,
Fraken! It will meed effort, but
you're up to the challenge. You
have more energy and staying power
than most. Springtisms may test
your patlence. Polish your tech-
nigques and approaches then, and
test out new ldess on a small
gcale.

Sheep (Early Spring): Respect
phy=ical limits apd don't owver-
commlt in the new year. Resist the
urge to sign up for too many
events, gatherings, war parties,
or putting ln too much overtime at
the bench or still. Your health
and well-being are just as lmpor-
tant a= any extra praise or proiit
you might recelve.

wWolf (Middle Spring): Tou are
golng to hawe a lot of energy. and
you will want to [ind & way to
work it out in wigorous but well-
controlied activities. I badly
managed, the excess of eneogy
could expose you to Injuries,
Infection=z, lnflammations or other
unpleasantness with rapid and
painful evolution. Also, zomba-
biss. I'm just saying.

Fortress [Early Suemmer): Fuck it.
It i= =till cold out and this 1=
not a great tims. I suggest going
back to bed and trylng agaln next
month. Beally. It Lz the best
plan.

Market [(Middle Summer): Thizs new
year is the year for big. Lmpor-
tant changes, Harket child. You
can reinvent yourself{ f[rom the
ground up if you =0 choose.

People will see you differently
this year, ewven il you change
nothing. Be adaptable but firm,
and be happy with yoursell.

Judge (Early Fall):: This year is
golng to brings you Some mew
people,. and perhaps a shift in
personal tastes and oplinions. Kesp
what you like and shrug off the
rest. If there iz anyone camable
to sifting through the chaff, it
i= you.

Home (Late Summer):: You're &
rizing star Iln the new year, but
it will take constant effort to
avold slipping back down. Are you
up for this? Of course you are!

Your attention is zerocad in on
making progress, getting and hold-
ing on to those things you lowve
mo=t, and on mot being rushed into
making decislons. This year, you
will ask all the right guestions
and refuse to procesd without
eolid answers and lonformatlon.

Hat Just kidding!
to fuck this up.

Tou are golng

Assassin (Middle Fall): woth
spring just arond the corner, this
may be your most accosplished and
golid times. Tou can easily seli-
correct and nedge situations and
relatiocnships to where you want
them. Home life should brling much
gatisfaction, and possibly soms
karmic fnsights, particularly in
Saptember and October . Family
mysteries may be solved, or
resolvead .

Gun=slinger (Late Fall): Emotional
tie= and romanpce are empowersd In
this wonth, but It may be awhile
before things really settle down
into something you can actually
live with a build upon. But right
now you are looking at a wild, and

rocky ride.
it lasts.

Enjoy the crazy while

Devil [Early wWinter): This ls your
kind of year, Devil. when you can
turn on that moonlit charm of
yvours and make sure that the
people in your life are the ones
yvou want most! Family and friends
and victims are highlighted in all
the best ways, with Little or no
extra stress or compllications.
Bomance also is a strong point for
you, Partners want to listen to
vou and make you happy. Let them
make you thelr priority this year.

Drowned (Middle Winter): Thers
will be plenty of surprises and
cpportunities to grow and edvance
in the world. Ralse soms eyebrows
in the new year and make some new
alliez for your favorite causes.
Thiz will keap the springtime
exclting and interesting in ways
that have nothing to do with zed
for once. Take your time and
bulld a firm foundatlion for the
daily life that you want.

Don't stress, respect your health,
and enjoy a charmed year!

RUMORS AND
GOSSIP, OH MY!

0Oh my gosh! Look at all these
wonderful new additions to owr
guiet little town. I =simply can
not walt to hear all about yhess
new additions and the juicy =scan-
dals you all bring.

- A little birdie told my that the
ocld light house hesper actually
left the light howse and went all
the way to HMill City recently!
That old guy hasn't stirred in
ages. Onee can only guess what he
ig up to.

WEATHER REPORT

Friday — Bundle up folks cause winter
ig not done with us yet! We are
looking at highs only in the min-20s
during the day and partly clowdy. At
night. those temps are golng to drow
into the low 20s. Wear lots of
gocks!

Saturday - We are lookimg at a chance
of snow a5 the daytimse temparatures
try to sneak up Into the 30's. But
once that sun goes away, temperatures
are golng to plusmet again into the
high teens. Perhaps the ralders will
freaze to death?

Sunday - As you all pack up, the
temperature will continuwe to hover in
tha 20s.

Stay warm, wear a hat amd sccarves.
They are not just for Rovers!

' .
WANT TO WRITE FOR THE PAPER!
READY, WILLING AND ABLE TO BE

WHERE THE ACTION IS?

TALK T VALENTINE AT THE
FADED HEARTS CARAVAN, STEEL
HORSE
CROSSING, IRON WORKS
. o

- I heard someone actuslly injected
themselvez with Bad Brain. Seri-
ously. Apparently it was for scl-
ence. Boally, these sclentists need
baby=itters to it on thess.

- The Diesel Jocks have soms pretiy
new rides out there. Got to wonder
if thi=s 1= all part of thelr courting
rituala? Lotz of paint and englne
nol=zes all over the place.

- I heard Ft Seymore can’t keep thelr
Irons Ln thelr place. Seriouwsly, how
hard can that be? You just tell them
what to do.

NRGC REPORT

Howdy Folks! Dehlia Clowver here,
totally checking im on MREC happen—

inge.

Thera iz liks, 30 much happening
right now! So, I'm sure ¥ all have
heard that supplies are runnin”
low, and fair encugh, they are.

But wa are super exclited to hear
that really swest fella Joseph
Echlabst has opened his home to
folks who are need’'n food. This i=
really a great way to promots
community, and unity, and all the
stuff we here at the Hight Rider
Grazsroots Collactive are all
about! It's super swest! It's
like, we don't even have to tell
you what we are about, “cause OL°
Joa ls SHOWIMG you! So cool.
Aryway, Ma says I should tell you
what we are about despite Ol Joes
falr kindness, =0 be prepared to
heve your mind, like, totally
blown.

Tha Hight Rider Grassroots Collec—
tive 1g all about helpin® folks.
Making sure our community 1= whole
and healthy, just like it should
b=. ‘eah, we don"t buy into that
slava-thought currency stuff, but
we TOTALLY dig keepin® folks fed
and clothed and protected. That's
why we work o hard to make sure
all that stuff happens! It's
totally a thing, man!

Granted, I think that whole ban on
addictive and mind altering sub—
stances iz a bit of a buzzkill, but
at least we'we got Saturday.

ya’' know? The Hedons arel well,
religlon just ain't my bag. but
they certainly know how to party
and the Ironworks knows that kespn
the Hedon's from partying is had
MW .

I ain’'t got nothin® bad to say
about it, kesps me in business!

TALES OF THE WAS!

We are gtarting a wery special
story today. dear Beaders!
Today. we start. ..

A SCANDAL IN
BOHEMIA

T.

To Sherlock Holmes she is always
THE woman. I hawve seldom heard
him mention her under any other
name. In his eyes she acllipsas
and predominates the whole of her
gax. It was not that he fslt

any emotion akin to lowve for
Irena Adler. All emotions, and
that one particularcly, wers
abhorrent to his cold, precise
but admirably balasneced mind. He
waz, I take it, the most perfect
reasoning and obssrving machline
that the world has seen, but as a
lover he would have placed him-
gall in a false position. He
never spoke of the softer pas-
glonz, =zawve with & gibe and a
gnear. They were admirable things
for the observer—esxcellent for
drawing the veil from men's
motives and action=s. But for the
trained reasoner to admit such
intrugions Into his own delicate
and finely adjusted temperamant
was to introduce a distractling
factor which might throw a doubt
upon all hi=z mentsl results. Grit
In a gensltive instrussant, or a
crack In one of his own high-
powar lenses, would not be more
disturbing than a strong esotion
in & mature such a= his. And yet
thers was but one woman bo him,
and that woman was the late Irene
ddler. of dubiouws apnd gquestion—
able memory .

I had geen llttle of Holmes
lately. My marriage had drebfted
ws away Irom each other. My own

complete happiness, and the
home-centrad Interests which rise
up around the man who firet

finds himeslf master of his own
eztablishment, were sufficient to
abzorb all my attention, while
Holmes, who loathed ewvery form ol
gociaty with hi=s whole Bohembian
goul, resmalined in our lodgings in
Baker Streset, buried smong hiz old
boolks, and aslternating from

woelk bto weak between cocaine and
ambition, the drowsiness of the
drug, and the flerce ensrgy of his
Own leean nature. He was still,

ag ever, desply attracted by the
study of crime, and occupied his=
linmen=e faculties and extraccdi-
nary powers of observation in
following ouwt those clues, and
clearing up those mysterlies which
had been abandoned ss hopeless by
the official police. From tims

to tlme I heard somse wvague account
of hiz doinge: of his summons

to Odessa in the case of the
Trepof! murder, of his clearing up
of the slngular tragedy of the
Atkin=zon brothers at Trincomales,
and finally of the mission which
ha had accompllshed =0 delicately
and sucesssfully for the reigning
family of Holland. Beyond thessa
gigngs of hi= activity., howewver,
which I merely shared with all the
readaers of the dally press, I khew
little of my former Iriend and
COmpran ion

One night—Iit was on the twentieth
of HMarch, 188§—T1 was

returning from & journey to a
patient [for I had now returned to
civil practice), when my way led
ms throwgh Baker Street. As I
passed the well-ressmbered door,
which must always bs associated

Lo sy mind with my woolng, and
with the dark lncidents of the
Study In Scarlet, I was seized
with a keen desire to ses Holmes

.

agatin, and to koow how he was employ-
ing hi=s extraordinary powers.

Hiz rooms were brilliantly Lit, and,
evan ags I looked up, I =saw his tall,
gpare figurse pase twice in a dark
gilhowatte against the blind. He was
pacing the room swiftly, sagerly,
with hiz head sunk wpon his chest and
hiz hands clagped behind him. To me,
who kmpew his every mood and hablt,
hiz attitude and mapner told their
own Etory . He was at work again. He
had risen ocut of his drug-created
dreamz and was hot upon the scent of
some new problem. I rang the bell and
was ahown up to the chamber which

had formerly been in part sy own.

Hiz manner was not effusive. It
goldom wasz: but he was glad, I think,
Lo =ee me. With hardly a word spoken,
but with a kindly eye, he waved ms to
an armchair, threw across his casze of
cigars, and lndicated a splirit case
and & gasogens in the corner, Thaen ha
gtood bafore the fire and looked me
owar in his singular introspective
fashion.

"edlock sults you, " he resarked. "I
think, Wateon, that you have put on
eovean and a hall pounds since I saw
wu-ll

"Savan!" I answersad.

“Indesd, I should have thought a
1ittle more. Just a trifle more,

I fancy, Wat=on. And in practice
agatin, I observe. You did not

tell me that you Intended to go Lnbo
harness. "

"Than, how do you Konow?"

"I mee it, I deduce Lt. How do I lknow
that ywou hawve been getting

yourself wery wet lately. and that
you have a most clumsy and

caraeless servant gicl?®

Tune in next month to learn more
about this detective and his friemnd
as they =sesk to solwe the SCAMDAT IN
BOHEMIA!
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